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St Peter’s College – Archives
SP:P11 – The Brooke-Sladen Papers
Name(s) of creator(s): Brooke, Henry William (1771/2-1842), civil servant; Sladen, Douglas Brooke
Wheelton (1856-1947), author and academic
Dates of creation of material: 1806 - 2015
Level of description: Fonds
Extent: 4 boxes
Biographical history: For what little is known about Henry Brooke (1771/2-1842), see his entry in the
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. For Douglas Sladen (1856-1947), see The Dictionary of
Australasian Biography.
Scope and content: Papers collected by Henry Brooke in relation to his work as Chief of the Alien
Office (c. 1798-1813), in particular his correspondence with members of the French royal family and
aristocracy in England during the reign of Napoleon. Also includes a narrative account of his mission
to receive Louis XVIII at Yarmouth in 1807. The papers also contain a small collection of material
relating to John Wheelton (d. 1861)1, who was Sheriff of London and Middlesex, and in particular to
his refusal to comply with an order of the House of Commons in the matter of Stockdale vs. Hansard,
for which we was imprisoned.
System of arrangement:
SP:P11/1

Document Case

SP:P11/2

Henry Brooke Memoir

SP:P11/3

Correspondence

SP:P11/3/1 - Letters and notes to Henry Brooke from French Royal Family
SP:P11/3/2 - Letters and notes from Henry Brooke
SP:P11/3/3 - Letters relating to Henry Brooke’s ‘The Alien's or foreigner's guide’
SP:P11/3/4 - Miscellaneous letters addressed to Henry Brooke
SP:P11/4

1

Notes and documents collected by Henry Brooke

John Wheelton was Douglas Sladen’s maternal grandfather.
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SP:P11/5

Items deposited at Bodleian

SP:P11/6

Wellington snuffbox

SP:P11/7

Documents relating to John Wheelton

SP:P11/8

Dorothea Sladen bequest

Access conditions: Open
Language of material: French, English
Conditions governing reproduction: No restrictions on copying or quotation other than statutory
regulations and preservation concerns
Custodial history: In the possession of Douglas Brooke Wheelton Sladen, then Christian Dorothea
Sladen (née Duthie).
Immediate source of acquisition: Received as a gift from Dorothy Sladen in August 1950. Given along
with other items of Napoleonic memorabilia, including the Wellington snuff box, the ‘Napoleon Chair’
and three portraits of Napoleon drawn by Denzil Ibbetson during the Emperor’s imprisonment on St
Helena. See file SP:P11/8 for more details. The items deposited at the Bodleian (SP:P11/5) on 19 Nov
1981 were returned to St Peter’s on 30 Sep 2015.
Archivist's note: Fonds and file item level description created by Richard Allen, August 2015; updated
by Richard Allen, October 2015.
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SP:P11 – The Brooke-Sladen Papers
Reference

Description

Date

SP:P11/1

Document Case

Not dated

Black leather document case, with chamois leather
expandable side gussets. Oval lock plate with two-position
catch, below which is stamped ‘Mr Brooke, Answer’d’ in
gilded Roman letters
SP:P11/2

Henry Brooke Memoir

1807

Memoir entitled ‘Narrative of my journey to Yarmouth to
receive H[is] M[ajesty] Louis the 18th of France under the title
of the Comte de l’Isle’
15 unnumbered pages
SP:P11/3

Correspondence

1806 - 1830

Letters and notes addressed to or from Henry Brooke during
his career as Chief of the Alien Office (c. 1798-1813), and in
retirement
System of arrangement:
3/1
3/2
3/3
3/4
SP:P11/3/1

Letters and notes to Henry Brooke from French Royal
family and aristocracy
Letters and notes from Henry Brooke
Letters relating to Henry Brooke’s ‘The Alien's or
foreigner's guide’
Miscellaneous letters addressed to Henry Brooke

Letters and notes to Henry Brooke from French Royal family
and aristocracy

1807 - 1830

A series of letters and notes sent to Henry Brooke by – or on
behalf of – members of the French royal family and
aristocracy, both during and after their exile in England during
the reign of Napoleon
SP:P11/3/1/1

Large folded sheet entitled ‘Documents relating to my official
mission, on the expected arrival of H[is] M[ajesty] Louis the
18th (under the title of Count de l’Isle) at Sheerness, and
afterwards actual arrival at Yarmouth, 1807’; folded sheet
entitled ‘Private: Letters from and relating to the French

Not dated,
before 1830
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princes’; two documents entitled ‘Letters received by me from
the French princes etc.’
5 sheets (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/2

Note on behalf of M. Artheil [?]. Subject: The daughter of the
Marquis de Choiseul, aged 17, who was last seen leaving her
father’s residence at 16 Great Marylebone St with an English
servant woman named Murphy. Sent from: No. 4 Suffolk
Street, Middlesex Hospital

30 Aug 1807

French, 2 sheets (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/3

Note on behalf of M. Artheil [?]. Subject: He has been sent by
His Royal Highness regarding a matter on which he is waiting
to receive proof of Brooke’s kindness; the matter is private,
and if he does not find Brooke upon his arrival, will be back in
an hour. Sent from: No. 4 Suffolk Street, Middlesex Hospital

Not dated,
early 19th c.

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/4

Letter from Charles Philippe, count of Artois [later Charles X of
France]. Subject: Thanks and acknowledgement of the care
and attention that the British Government, and in particular
Lord Hawkesbury, has shown for his safety. Sent from:
Shugborough

10 Oct 1807

French (plus English translation), 2 sheets (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/5

Note on behalf of the Duke de Gramont. Subject: Conveying
the thanks and affection of the Duc de l’Isle (Louis XVIII) to
Brooke following his visit; missing Stilton cheese. Sent from:
Gosfield House

6 Nov 1807

French (plus English translation), 2 sheets (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/6

Letter from the Duke de Gramont. Subject: Thanks on behalf
of the residents of Wanstead House, in particular the Duc de
l’Isle (Louis XVIII), for the gazette sent by Brooke; the birth of
the duke’s granddaughter; imminent departure for Gosfield to
meet the princesses, who should arrive soon. Sent from:
Wanstead House

25 Aug 1808

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/7

Letter from the Duke de Gramont. Subject: Asks Brooke to
convey his thanks to Lord Hawkesbury for all he has done;
confirms he has passed Brooke’s message to the king, for
which the king sends his thanks; the duke plans to be in

2 Sep 1808
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London in 8 or 10 days to visit his daughter and
granddaughter, and promises to visit Brooke to thank him in
person. Sent from: Gosfield Hall
French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/8

Note from the Duke de Gramont. Subject: The king’s thanks
for the gazette sent to him by Brooke; the duke sends his
compliments on the success of the English troops (‘sur le
succès de vos braves troupes’). Sent from: Gosfield Hall

2 Sep 1808

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/9

Note on behalf of the Count d’Artois. Subject: Asks that
Brooke pass by South Audley Street today between 12.00 and
12.30 so that they might discuss a topic of mutual interest.
Sent from: South Audley Street

4 Sep 1808

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/10

Letter from the Count d’Escars. Subject: Conveys the thanks of
the Queen for the speed with which Brooke secured passports
for the servants of the Duchess d’Angoulême; the Queen is
still in the country and asks that Brooke also thank Lord
Hawkesbury on her behalf. Sent from: South Audley Street

10 Sep 1808

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/11

Note on behalf of the Count d’Avaray. Subject: Conveys the
count’s thanks to Brooke and sends to him a note that he has
just received from Louis XVIII (SP:P11/3/1/12); informs him
that he plans to be in Chelsea on Monday evening, at which
time he can receive directions from Brooke. Sent from:
Gosfield [Hall]

7 Oct 1808

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/12

Note from Louis XVIII of France [in the king’s own hand].
Subject: Has ordered a certain person to visit him on 9
October, and asks that the Government give him time to
convey to him his orders. Sent from: Gosfield [Hall]

7 Oct 1808

French, 1 sheet (folded). A note by Henry Brooke records that
this document was included with SP:P11/3/1/11
SP:P11/3/1/13

Note on behalf of the Count d’Artois. Subject: Sends his
4 Nov 1808
compliments to Brooke and asks that he communicate as soon
as possible what was clarified with regards to an unnamed
affair. Sent from: South Audley Street
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French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/14

Note from the Prince de Condé. Subject: Thanks Brooke for his
wishes on the occasion of his marriage and for the New Year;
an ailment prevented him from replying sooner, for which he
apologises. Sent from: Wanstead House

13 Jan 1809

French, 1 sheet (folded), red wax seal
SP:P11/3/1/15

Note on behalf of the Count de la Chastres. Subject: Informs
Brooke that his visit to Wanstead has been rescheduled for
next Sunday, on account of the Duchess d’Angoulême coming
to dine with the count this Sunday. Sent from: No address
given

3 Mar 1809

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/16

Note from the Duke de Gramont. Subject: Asks that Brooke
come dine at Wanstead on 12 Mar, and informs him that the
king is looking forward to seeing him. Sent from: Wanstead
House

10 Mar 1809

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/17

Letter from the Duke de Gramont. Subject: Informs Brooke
that the king will see him with pleasure on 3 Jan 1811; gives
detailed instructions of the various stagecoaches Brooke can
catch from The Bell Inn, Holborn, which will take him as far as
Aylesbury, where a coach belonging to the king will collect
him; asks that Brooke travel without servants, the duke’s will
take care of him. Sent from: Hartwell House

30 Dec 1810

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/18

Letter from the Duke de Gramont. Subject: Informs Brooke
that he has delivered his message to the king, and that he has
given the letter entrusted to him to the King of Sweden. Sent
from: Hartwell House

11 Jan 1811

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/19

Letter from the Chevalier de Contye on behalf of the Prince de
Condé. Subject: Asks that Brooke visit the Chevalier as soon as
possible so that they might discuss a matter of interest. Sent
from: Wimbledon
French, 1 sheet (folded)

20 Jan 1811
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SP:P11/3/1/20

Letter from the Duke de Gramont. Subject: Informs Brooke
that the Duc de l’Isle (Louis XVIII) will be happy to see him
next Sunday. Sent from: Wimbledon

7 Aug 1812

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/21

Letter from the Chevalier de Contye on behalf of the Prince de
Condé. Subject: Asks that Brooke bring to the attention of
Lord Sidmouth, Home Secretary, the theft of vegetables and
fish from the Prince’s grounds, in the hope that he might send
police in order to detect the thieves. Sent from: Wimbledon

29 Oct 1812

French (plus English translation), 2 sheets (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/22

Letter from the Chevalier de Contye on behalf of the Prince de
Condé. Subject: Thanks Brooke for the gazette he sent, which
he passed on to the Prince de Condé, who also thanks him for
it, concerning news of Russian successes against Bonaparte;
also enquires whether Brooke has any news regarding the
police officers who came in response to the request made in
SP:P11/3/1/21. Sent from: Wimbledon

17 Oct 1812

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/23

Letter from the Duke de Gramont. Subject: Thanks Brooke for
the gazette he sent with news of Russian successes against
Bonaparte; the Duke d’Havré gave the gazette to the king,
who also thanks Brooke for it. Sent from: Hartwell House

23 Dec 1812

French (plus English translation), 2 sheets (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/24

Letter from the Chevalier de Contye on behalf of the Prince de
Condé. Subject: Thanks Brooke for the news he sent the
Prince from France, which he will guard with the utmost
secrecy; asks Brooke whether he can confirm the rumours of
riots in Paris and whether it was him who sent a copy of the
Star newspaper. Sent from: Wimbledon

3 Feb 1813

French (plus English translation), 2 sheets (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/25

Letter from the Chevalier de Contye on behalf of the Prince de
Condé. Subject: Communicates the thanks of the Prince de
Condé for the letter sent by Brooke regarding the
bereavement the Prince has suffered. Sent from: Wimbledon

19 Apr 1813

French (plus English translation), 2 sheets (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/26

Letter from the Duke de Gramont. Subject: Informs Brooke
that he has shown his letter to the king, in which Brooke

28 Oct 1813
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explained that he has had to leave his post due to ill health;
the king, who is at Bath, is saddened to hear this, and invites
Brooke to visit him when he likes at Hartwell; the duke has
also spoken, as requested, to the Duke d’Havré and Count de
Blacas, who are also saddened to learn that Brooke has had to
quit his post. Sent from: Bath
French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/27

Note on behalf of the Count de Escars. Subject: Informs
Brooke that His Royal Highness [Charles Philippe] will see him
today at noon. Sent from: Paris

27 Apr 1814

French (plus English translation), 2 sheets (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/28

Note on behalf of the Count d’Escars. Subject: Wishes Brooke
a safe voyage and asks that he deliver a letter to Mde de Lûpé,
who is in London. Sent from: Paris

10 May 1814

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/29

Letter from the Duke of Bourbon. Subject: Thanks Brooke for
his letter; explains that the duke’s sister, who had gone to
Paris upon Napoleon’s return, returned to London, where she
was very ill; the duke is also in England, due to the disorder in
France, and informs Brooke that he would happy to see him in
London. Sent from: London

7 Sep 1815

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/30

Note from the Duke de la Chastres. Subject: Thanks Brooke for 17 Jan 1817
his letter; has passed Brooke’s wishes for the New Year to the
king, who was glad to receive them. Sent from: Paris
French, 1 sheet (folded)

SP:P11/3/1/31

Letter from the Countess de Rully. Subject: Thanks Brooke for
his letter and informs him ‘Monsieur le D. de B.’ is now in full
recovery after an accident that could have been fatal; the
Chevalier de Contye has been very ill for some time, and the
countess fears he will not survive the Autumn; the Count de
Rully sends his regards to Brooke. Sent from: Chantilly

3 Oct 1818

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/32

Letter from the Count d’Escars. Subject: Thanks Brooke for his
letter and for the sentiments he expressed therein at the
news of the assassination of the Duke de Berry, which the

1 Mar 1820
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count conveyed to the royal family, who were touched to
receive them. Sent from: Paris
French, 2 sheets (1 folded)
SP:P11/3/1/33

Letter from James Dawes on behalf of the Duke of Bourbon.
Subject: Conveys the duke’s thanks for Brooke’s letter, and
informs him that should he be in France, the duke will gladly
receive him. Sent from: Chantilly

19 Jan 1827

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/34

Letter from the Duke de Gramont. Subject: Informs Brooke
that he has conveyed to the king all that he had asked him to,
and that the king wishes Brooke to know that he has not
forgotten him or all the help that was given to him in England;
the king kindly declines Brooke’s gift of a portrait of Louis XV
by [Jean-Marc] Nattier. Sent from: Paris

15 Feb 1828

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/1/35

Note on behalf of the Marquis de Choiseul. Subject:
Apologises for not responding sooner to Brooke’s letter, but
assures him that the letter he sent has been given to the king.
Sent from: London

2 Sep 1830

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/2

Letters and notes from Henry Brooke

1806 - 1830

A collection of letters and notes sent by Henry Brooke to
various members of the French aristocracy, as well as other
European royalty and officials
SP:P11/3/2/1

Draft of a note marked private and secret sent to Louis XVIII

4 Oct 1806

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/2/2

Copy of a letter addressed to Charles X

9 Oct 1807

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/2/3

Copy of a letter addressed to the King of Sweden

17 Jan 1811

French (plus English translation), 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/2/4

Copy of a letter addressed to the Count de la Chastre
concerning the behaviour of H. Walte and R. Castendieck at
Wanstead House on 17 July 1808, with letter of apology from
Walte and Castendieck

18 July 1808
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English, 2 sheets (folded)
SP:P11/3/2/5

Copy of letter addressed to A. Taylor

21 August 1830

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/3

Letters relating to Henry Brooke’s ‘The Alien's or foreigner's
guide’

1806 - 1807

A small collection of material relating to the ‘The Alien’s or
foreigner’s guide’, published by Henry Brooke in 1806
SP:P11/3/3/1

List of letters of acknowledgement and thanks concerning
‘The Alien’s or foreigner’s guide’

Not dated, c.
1806

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/3/3/2

Letter from F. Sastras, Sicilian Consul General

1 Mar 1807

English, 2 sheets (1 folded)
SP:P11/3/3/3

Note from Mr Rist, Danish Minister

3 Mar 1807

English, 2 sheets (1 folded)
SP:P11/3/4

Miscellaneous letters addressed to Henry Brooke

1820 - 1830

Three letters from unidentified authors addressed to Henry
Brooke
English, 4 sheets (2 folded)
SP:P11/4

Notes and documents collected by Henry Brooke

1809 - 1841

Various notes and documents collected by Henry Brooke,
including ‘List of persons present at dinner at the Prince de
Conde’s Wanstead House, 1809’, declaration of the French
king dated 3 May 1814 and notes on [Sophie Dawes], Baronne
de Feuchères
English and French, 5 sheets (3 folded)
SP:P11/5

Items deposited at Bodleian
These items were deposited at the Bodleian Library on 11 Nov
1981 (dep. c. 633) and returned to St Peter’s on 30 Sep 2015.
Bound together, they include notes and letters to Henry
Brooke, as well as notes, letters and documents collected by
him.

1790 - 1950
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SP:P11/5/1

Note written by E[ric] H.F. S[mith] entitled ‘Note on the
contents of Mr Brooke’s briefcase’ giving a description of the
items deposited at the Bodleian

14 Dec 1950

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/5/2

Letter from the Duke de Gramont. Subject: Informs Brooke
that he has received his letter and has communicated to the
king what he said. Expresses hope for the future and feels that
his fate, and that of the royal family, will be decided by spring.
Has seen his son, who is in good spirits. Sent from: Hartwell
House

16 Jan 1814

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/5/3

Translation of SP:P11/5/2

16 Jan 1814

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/5/4

Letter from the Duke d’Havré and de Croy. Subject: Informs
Brooke that he has received his letter and has communicated
to the king what he said. Conveys the gratitude felt by the
king for the part played by Great Britain in saving Europe. The
king and the Duchess d’Angoulême will not be able to take
Brooke up on his offer that they visit his house. Sent from:
Hartwell

11 Apr 1814

French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/5/5

Letter from J.B. Urmstone relating to SP:P11/5/6

8 Dec [1821]

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/5/6

Copy of a letter from Lieutenant General Hudson Lowe,
governor of St Helena, addressed to J.B. Urmstone, President
of the Honourable East India Company’s Select Committee of
Supra Cargoes, Canton, announcing to him the recent death of
Napoleon, and describing the results of the autopsy carried
out on his body. Sent from: St Helena

10 May 1821

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/5/7

Copy of a letter addressed from Henry Brooke to Charles X,
king of France

20 Aug 1830

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/5/8

Letter from the Baron de Damas. Subject: Thanks Brooke for
his letter of 20 Aug (SP:P11/5/7). Sent from: Lutworth Castle

17 Sep 1830
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French, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/5/9

Translation of SP:P11/5/8

17 Sep 1830

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/5/10

Account written by Brooke of a conversation with the Duke of
Wellington during dinner with him at Walmer Castle on 6 Jun
1831. Contains comments by the Duke on the theory that the
result of the Battle of Waterloo was affected by the arrival of
the Prussians, and an account of the way in which the news of
Waterloo first reached England.

Not dated, c. 6
Jun 1831

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/5/11

Note entitled ‘A chronological list of the great battles in which
His Grace the Duke of Wellington commanded, and of some
other [of] the most important events in his life’

Not dated, 19th
c.

English, 1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/5/12

A bound collection of printed Statutes and Proclamations
concerning aliens and treacherous correspondence. Fly leaf
inscribed ‘H.W. Brooke’.

1790 - 1800

English, i + 36 leaves
SP:P11/6

Wellington snuffbox

19th c. - 20th c.

Documents relating to the provenance and history of the
Wellington snuffbox
SP:P11/6/1

Note written by Henry Brooke giving provenance and
description of Wellington snuffbox

Not dated, 19th
c.

English, 1 sheet (fragments), formerly kept inside snuffbox
SP:P11/6/2

Note on provenance of Wellington snuffbox

Not dated, 20th
c.

English, 1 sheet (fragments), formerly kept inside snuffbox
SP:P11/7

Documents relating to John Wheelton
A series of documents relating to John Wheelton, sheriff of
London and Middlesex, and in particular to his refusal, along
with his colleague, William Evans, to comply with an order of
the House of Commons in the matter of Stockdale vs.
Hansard, for which they were imprisoned

1840 - 1861
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SP:P11/7/1

Copy of ‘Stockdale versus Hansard. Petition of James Hansard,
Luke Graves Hansard, and Luke James Hansard, printers to the
Honourable the House of Commons, in the matter of
Stockdale versus Hansard and proceedings thereon’

16 Jan 1840

67 pages (unbound)
SP:P11/7/2

Manuscript text of resolution passed in the Common Council
of the Guildhall of the City of London that a piece of plate and
£50 be presented to John Wheelton and William Evans for
their service in the case Stockdale vs. Hansard

27 Apr 1840

1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/7/3

Printed text entitled ‘Sheriffs of London and Middlesex
testimonial’ relating to the establishment of a public
subscription in support of John Wheelton and William Evans

10 Jun 1840

1 sheet
SP:P11/7/4

Printed record of a meeting of the Court of Common Council
relating to the presentation of a piece of plate to John
Wheelton and William Evans

24 Sep 1840

1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/7/5

Printed text entitled ‘Constitutional speech of Mr Hughes
Hughes, extracted from The Morning Herald of June 14th,
1841. Presentation of plate to the late sheriffs Evans and
Wheelton’

14 Jun 1841

1 sheet (folded)
SP:P11/7/6

Manuscript text of silver items presented to John Wheelton
during his service as sheriff

Not dated,
after 1857

2 sheets
SP:P11/7/7

Documents relating to the career and death of John
Wheelton, includes brief biographical notes and obituary

Not date, after
1861

5 sheets (4 folded)
SP:P11/8

Dorothea Sladen bequest
Notes, documents and correspondence concerning the gift to
St Peter’s by Dorothea Sladen of various Napoleonic
memorabilia, including the Napoleon portraits, chair,
Wellington snuffbox, and Henry Brooke papers

1950 - 2015
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SP:P11/8/1

Correspondence and documents relating to the Dorothea
Sladen bequest, includes correspondence of Christopher
Chavasse, Canon RW Howard, Dorothea Sladen, the
Ashmolean Museum, James Bourlet & Sons Ltd. Also includes
two black and white photographs of the Wellington snuffbox
and correspondence regarding the Sladen memorial in the
College Chapel

1950 - 1953

SP:P11/8/2

Notes and documents concerning the history and provenance
of the items and documents bequeathed to St Peter’s by
Dorothea Sladen. Includes letter confirming return of items
SP:P11/5/1 to SP:P11/5/12 to St Peter’s College

1969 - 2015

