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1. Plagiarism  

1.1 What is plagiarism?  

The University defines plagiarism as: “Presenting work or ideas from another source as your 

own, with or without consent of the original author, by incorporating it into your work without 

full acknowledgement.” Plagiarism can be unintentional or intentional. 

1.2 Where can more information and guidance be found?  

All students should read the University’s guidance on what constitutes plagiarism and how to 

avoid it and complete the University’s online Avoiding Plagiarism course.  

Further guidance may be available in Course Handbooks, and tutors can provide advice on 

how to avoid plagiarism (and on clear citations and how to reference sources).  

1.3 What rules do students need to follow?  

In the College context  

In relation to work undertaken in the College context (for tutorials and college classes) 

students should:  

a. submit work which is their own (not borrowed from other students or other sources); 

and  

b. make significant efforts to use good academic practice, not plagiarising and following 

referencing/citation conventions expected by their tutors.  

In the University context  

In relation to work being submitted to the University for assessment, students should follow 

the rules set out by the University, particularly those stated in the Proctors’ Disciplinary 

Regulations for Candidates in Examinations. Paragraphs 4 and 5 of those Regulations are 

particularly relevant to the preparation of submitted work.  

1.4 What happens in a case of suspected plagiarism?  

In the College context  

If a tutor suspects that a student has plagiarised their work, either intentionally or 

unintentionally, this could constitute a breach of the College’s Academic Expectations and 

Disciplinary Procedures (AEDP) which states (in section 2.1(c)) that students should “adhere 

to proper scholarly standards, for example by giving appropriate credit for quoted material 

and acknowledgement for any response in which the work is not the student’s own or for any 

assistance received”.  

https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/plagiarism
https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/plagiarism
https://cosy.ox.ac.uk/accessplan/LMSPortal/UI/Page/Courses/book.aspx?courseid=EPICE018&referrer=coursesearch
https://governance.admin.ox.ac.uk/legislation/proctors-regulations-1-of-2003
https://governance.admin.ox.ac.uk/legislation/proctors-regulations-1-of-2003
https://www.spc.ox.ac.uk/asset/SPC_Academic_Expectations_Disciplinary_Procedures.pdf
https://www.spc.ox.ac.uk/asset/SPC_Academic_Expectations_Disciplinary_Procedures.pdf


Normally the tutor will discuss the matter with the student concerned in the first instance, 

particularly in cases of possible unintentional plagiarism. Where a student plagiarises 

repeatedly, or in egregious cases of suspected intentional plagiarism (including possible 

plagiarism in College collections), the tutor may refer the matter to the Tutor for 

Undergraduates for action under the AEDP.  

In the University context  

Where plagiarism is suspected in work submitted to the University for assessment, the 

Proctors’ Office will investigate. If the Proctors consider that a breach of the disciplinary 

regulations has occurred, they can determine the penalty themselves in some cases or refer 

the matter to the Student Disciplinary Panel (which can in the most serious cases expel the 

student). 

 

2. Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI)  

2.1 Why might a student use AI?   

AI can be a tool to support students’ learning and develop their academic skills. Examples of 

the ways that generative AI can be used to support the development of  academic skills are 

described in detail on the University website.  

2.2 Where can more information and guidance be found?  

Students should review the University’s guidance on the use of generative AI tools to support 

learning and bear in mind that AI cannot be used as a replacement for critical thinking or 

development of scholarly evidence-based arguments.  

Students using AI during their studies should learn and practise the same academic skills of 

note-taking and clear attribution which are safeguards against plagiarism, ensuring clear 

differentiation of their own work from any text or material derived from any AI tools. 

Students should not assume information generated by AI will be accurate, and should verify 

any AI output against other sources.  

2.2 What rules do students need to follow? 

In the College context  

Students should consult their tutors before using AI to confirm what use of AI (if any) would 

be considered acceptable. Where the use of AI in preparing tutorial work has been 

authorised, students should include within their work clear acknowledgement of how it has 

been used.  

In the University context  

The University’s Student Handbook states (in section 7.7) that “Any unauthorised use of AI 

during assessment constitutes cheating and plagiarism under University rules, penalties for 

which include failing the exam and, in appropriate cases, expulsion. Any use of AI during 

assessment is unauthorised unless you are specifically told differently in advance of the 

assessment by your department […]. Work submitted for assessment and open book exam 

responses may be screened for matches either to published sources or to other submitted 

work. Any matches might indicate plagiarism, collusion or use of AI.” 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/ai-study
https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/ai-study
https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/ai-study
https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/student-handbook


1.4 What happens in a case where unauthorised use of AI is suspected?  

In the College context  

If a tutor suspects that a student has used AI inappropriately, this could constitute a breach 

of the College’s Academic Expectations and Disciplinary Procedures (AEDP) which states 

(in section 2.1(c)) that students should “adhere to proper scholarly standards, for example by 

giving appropriate credit for quoted material and acknowledgement for any response in 

which the work is not the student’s own or for any assistance received”. Normally the tutor 

will discuss the matter with the student concerned in the first instance. Repeated use of AI, 

or in egregious cases (including possible use of AI-generated material in College 

collections), the tutor may refer the matter to the Tutor for Undergraduates for action under 

the AEDP.  

In the University context  

Where the authorised use of AI is suspected in work submitted to the University for 

assessment, the Proctors’ Office will investigate. If the Proctors consider that a breach of the 

disciplinary regulations has occurred, they can determine the penalty themselves in some 

cases or refer the matter to the Student Disciplinary Panel (which can in the most serious 

cases expel the student). 
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