
August 2026

Dear Student,
Welcome to Law at St Peter’s College!
Below you will find some useful information on how to prepare for the start of your studies at Oxford.

Induction
During your first week at College, you will attend several meetings and induction events, as well as a class designed to introduce you to the fundamentals of studying Law. This class will take place before lectures and tutorials begin. Materials for the class and information about its timing will be sent to you by email in due course. 
The enclosed Law Freshers’ Survival Kit contains a wealth of useful information about studying Law at Oxford. Please read it before arriving in Oxford.

Reading
In preparation for your studies, we also recommend that you read one of the following books as general background reading:
Glanville Williams (ed. A. Smith), Learning the Law (Sweet & Maxwell 2025), or
Nicholas McBride, Letters to a Law Student (Pearson 2022).
In addition, we would like you to read the materials listed below, which provide an introduction to the two subjects you will be studying during your first term at St Peter’s.
Criminal Law
Jonathan Herring, Great Debates in Criminal Law (Macmillan 2020)
John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (any edition)
Constitutional Law
David Feldman, Key Ideas in Constitutional Law (Hart 2025)

Your first year at St Peter’s College
The academic year at Oxford is divided into three terms, each consisting of eight weeks. During your first two terms, you will study three subjects in preparation for the Law Moderations examinations (“Mods”), which take place at the end of Hilary Term (March 2027). In Michaelmas Term (the first term), you will have tutorials in Criminal Law and Constitutional Law. In Hilary Term (the second term), you will continue with Constitutional Law and take tutorials in A Roman Introduction to Private Law. In addition to these college-based tutorials, there will be lectures organised by the Faculty of Law. These lectures will take place in person at the Faculty of Law building (St Cross Building). Further information about the lecture schedule will be provided when you arrive at St Peter’s. 
Around that time, you will also be contacted by your Criminal Law and Constitutional Law tutors and sent the relevant reading lists. Please bear in mind that your first essay submission may be due during the first week of term, which could be within a week of your arrival in Oxford. 

We hope that you are looking forward to beginning your Law studies at St Peter’s, and we very much look forward to welcoming you in person in October.

Yours sincerely,
Dr Dorota Leczykiewicz 
Associate Professor of Law and Official Fellow in Law at St Peter’s College, University of Oxford 

Professor Lavanya Rajamani
Professor of International Environmental Law and Yamani Fellow in Public International Law at St Peter's College, University of Oxford
