Grocery Stores
Tesco – This is the Walmart of England (I heard a rumor that it was owned by the same family and everything). They’ll have the cheapest groceries and other necessities like toiletries and household products. Keep in mind that Oxford is a small town, so the grocery stores aren’t the giant megastores you might be used to, but they’ll get the job done. The biggest Tesco in Oxford is on St. Giles’s street, and there’s another across from Christ Church. Get a Tesco Clubcard as well; they’re free and if earn enough points, they give coupons and cash-back vouchers.

Sainsbury’s – Sainsbury’s is the wholesome Tesco competitor. The prices generally aren’t that different – the two stores are constantly trying to drive each other out of business, which usually makes the price difference only a few pence. The biggest one is in the Westgate Center, and there’s a smaller branch right next to the big Tesco. There’s also one down on Cowley if you’re ever in that way and in need of some munchies. Also has a member card, but much harder to earn points for anything redeemable.
Marks and Spencer – this is a bit more high-end, and, accordingly, a bit more expensive. They carry a lot of really yummy prepared foods and soups that are always great in a pinch.

Drug Stores
Boots – Boots is the go-to drug store/pharmacy in England. They carry everything you need from hair products to make-up to over the counter medicines. It’s on Cornmarket Street, across from the Clarendon Center. By the way, they use spray on deodorant here, so bring a few sticks with you from home ( 
Superdrug – this is the cheaper version of Boots. They’ll carry a lot of the same products in terms of shampoos and make up, but they’re generally cheaper, and they have a generic brand that can really be a steal. It’s down Market street, a side street off of Cornmarket. It’s next to Fat Face and ironically across from the back entrance of Boots.
Everything Else
Primark – Primark has cheap clothes galore, but if you poke around upstairs you’ll also find bedding, towels, shower curtains, and anything else you might want to make your room feel a bit more welcoming. Great place to find costume-wear for bops.
Boswells – Good place to buy mugs, plates, kettles, hairdryers, etc. and they offer a 10% student discount with your Bodcard.  They also sell travel necessities like locks, money belts, and adapters/converters. On the corner of George and Cornmarket Street.
A quick note on adapters and converters: The UK and Europe run on the 220/240V system (the US is on the 110/120V) and have different outlet plugs, which means that at the very least you’ll need to buy an adapter. Laptops (Mac and PC) often have converters built into their wall chargers, so you only need an adapter. Camera and cellphone chargers often have converters as well, but it’s best to check. Cheaper appliances like hairdryers usually need converters (and adapters), so it’s best to buy it once you get in Oxford. 
Argos – it’s essentially a home living store, but you pick what you want out of an in-store catalog, pay, and they bring the merchandise to you from a back-room. Along with Primark, a good place for buying linens, towels, pillows, etc. Down the street from St. Peter’s going toward Bonn Square. 

Banking
The first step for dealing with this one is to see what the deal is with your home bank in the U.S. They can trick you in two ways: with atm fees or with exchange fees. The atm fees will probably be a flat fee, but the exchange fee is usually a percentage. 

Check out what they’re offering over at Capital One (www.capitalone.com/directbanking/). You can open a checking account with them and it’s all online. They never charge atm fees (they’ll even reimburse you if someone else charges you fees), AND they won’t charge you an exchange fee. This allows you to withdraw money all over the world at no charge – it’s kind of a big deal, especially if you plan on travelling around Europe on the two month breaks they give between terms. They also offer pretty hefty interest rates, so you earn a lot. If you’d like, you can also get a Capital One credit card, which also comes free of exchange fees.

It’s easy to open a bank account in the UK if you want to, but they charge monthly fees. The only benefit to do doing this is that you get a “chip and pin” credit card, the kind they use in the UK. This can be handy sometimes, but a large majority of places will take the swipe-style cards. It’s also convenient for paying battels (end of term college fees) as you can write a check and not be charged an extra fee as you would with a credit card.
Phones
There are a lot of different options for phones, and they depend on whether or not you already have a phone.

If you already have a phone that is “unlocked”, meaning you can use it with any SIMcard you want, then bring it with you – you’ll save a small bundle on buying a phone over here. If you already have a phone and all you need is a phone service, check out giffgaff (http://giffgaff.com/). They have the best rates and great service, and you can make free calls and send free texts to anyone else using giffgaff, so if you all get it, that’s a lot of free going on. The only drawback of giffgaff is that it’s all run online, so you can’t buy a phone through them, but they still have great costumer service. 
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You can buy credit for their service at any mobile top-up Payzone, which many convenience stores have (look for the pink sticker/sign). The convenience store down the street from St. Peter’s has a Payzone machine; just ask the clerk for £10 (minimum amount you need to buy) or more of credit for giffgaff and s/he will print you a voucher with a PIN number you enter into the giffgaff website to use as credit. You can’t top-up online because you need a UK credit card. This is true for all cellphone companies in the UK.
If you want your phone unlocked, there is a sketchy convenience store called Beeny’s near the Post Office on St. Aldates that unlocks phones for £5-15. 

Many U.S. companies like Verizon will unlock your phone for you (for free) if you call them from the UK once you’re here and explain to them that you’ll be here for a year and need to be able to use your phone/blackberry abroad for the year. It’s a really good option because then you can use your old phone and BBM etc.

If you don’t have a phone then there are a few options. Orange (http://www.orange.co.uk/) has a store on Cornmarket Street. Vodaphone (http://www.vodafone.co.uk) is also on Cornmarket, as well as in the Westgate Centre and the Clarendon Centre. There’s also Phones4u and (on Cornmarket) and Carphone Warehouse (Westgate Center), which sell cellphones and plans with all major cellphone companies (Orange, Vodafone, T-mobile, etc.) at very good rates. Again, you must top-up in-store (or with Payzone) as these companies cannot accept US credit cards on their top-up website.
If you buy your phone from a major retailer in Britain (ie: Vodafone, Orange) and want to switch to another service later, you’ll also need to unlock your phone for the SIM to work. Still use Beeny’s, as Vodafone and Orange will charge you anywhere from £20-25 to unlock a phone.

Printing
This can be a bit tricky. You can print remotely if you go to the JCR website (http://www.spcjcr.co.uk/) and click “printing” on the left hand panel. Then you can upload whatever you want to print and choose which printer you want. The two main printers are in the library, one right next to the automatic check-out machine, and the other on the second floor right at the top of the stairs. 

If you’re using a computer in college and you want to print just hit “print” and pick which printer you’d like. College charges 4p per page to print (single sided) and it’s a bit more to print color. 

Buying a printer is also an option, but the chances of getting your money’s worth are pretty slim once you account for the price of the printer, and the paper, and the cartridges.

Where to Eat Out
Favorite Pubs

1. The Turf Tavern – near the Radcliffe Camera and Hertferd College (kind of hard to find, so have someone show you where it is when you get here), very famous, and popular with the students; where Bill Clinton “didn’t inhale.”

2. The Kings Arms – very famous Oxford Institution, kind of expensive, great atmosphere (on Broad street, very close to the Bod)

3. Head of the River – on St. Aldates, lots of tables outside; great place to go when the weather is nice

4. The Bear – very old pub with great atmosphere and tables outside

5. The Three Goats – about a block away from College, not touristy at all, very cozy.

Favorite cocktail bars

1. Dukes of Cambridge – very tasty and varied cocktails, really great happy hour deals on weeknights and even longer happy hour deals with an Oxford Union card.

2. House Bar – run by the same people as Dukes of Cambridge; great atmosphere and outdoor seating as well.

3. Freud’s: located in a really cool building up in Jericho (a very interesting neighborhood to the north of the town centre)

Favorite places to get tea

1. The Rose: best cream tea in Oxford (scones, clotted cream, jam) hands down. Located on the High Street. Also has great breakfast and lunch.

2. The Ashmolean Tea Room – located on the top floor of the Ashmolean museum; serves a wide variety of cakes in the afternoon and has excellent tea. Great atmosphere but not too stiff.

3. The Old Parsonage Hotel: best place to go if you’re looking to splurge on a traditional high tea (or if you really want to splurge, try the Ritz Carleton hotel in London!)

Best Breakfast 

1. Combibos: very close to college (on Gloucester Square), best coffee in Oxford and great breakfasts.

2. The Rose: see above.

3. Maison Blanc: great place to get French pastries or brunch on the weekends.

Best Lunch

1. Olives: best sandwich shop in Oxford; located on the High Street across from the Examination Schools.

2. Alpha Bar: one of the few places in Oxford that has healthy lunch options (read: salad!) and great coffee as well (also hot chai)

3. Fire and Stone: really good gourmet pizzas (and only 4 pounds all day Thursday)

4. Chutney’s: really good curry across from College.

5. GBK: 40% off for students Mon-Thurs. Very close to College. 

6. Vaults and Gardens: great home-cooked healthy food at a reasonable price; right next to the Rad Cam (so great outside seating); a good option for tea as well.

Memberships/Societies/Sports

One thing you’ll want to consider when you come to Oxford is which societies (clubs) and sports teams to get involved in. Fresher’s Fair (during Fresher’s week at the beginning of term) is definitely something you should attend because you get lots of free stuff and tons of information about all of the clubs around the University. Joining University-wide societies is a great way to get involved in specialized things that interest you and meet people from other Colleges. If you’re interested in IR or Political Science, the Oxford University Strategic Studies Group, the Oxford International Relations Society, and the Oxford Union are all good value options. Each of these has numerous speakers and social events throughout the year and you will definitely get your money’s worth if you attend a decent number of events. If you’re interested in music, there are plenty of Orchestras and choirs/ACapella groups to join. If you’re interested in politics, the Democrats Abroad or the Republicans Abroad are a great way to meet other Americans with similar interests around the University and keep up to date with U.S. current affairs.

Sports: It is highly advisable to at least try out for or attend the first couple of meetings of any sport team or club that you’re thinking about joining. Many visiting students are highly successful rowing for St. Peter’s, (the Boat Club is also a great way to meet other students and they hold lots of social events) which competes in at least three major regattas throughout the year. Some visiting students also join University (Blues) level varsity sports teams such as basketball or boxing. Big college sports at St. Peter’s are rowing, rugby, football (soccer), badminton, and squash. Any of these will be more low-key than University-level sports, are a great way to get exercise (the Iffley gym is somewhat lacking) and give you a great opportunity to bond with other students. 

Bikes

While it is fairly easy to get around Oxford’s town centre on foot and there are buses that run frequently, the fastest and cheapest way of getting around is by bike. While it may seem like a big investment for a year, second-hand bikes are fairly easy to find and are generally cheap, and you can always sell your bike again at the end of the year. Bikes are an excellent investment, particularly if you plan to work out at the gym (which is a good mile and a half away), play sports (which would require you to go to the Iffley gym and/or boat house), or attend lectures at the main social sciences, sciences, or English faculties. Basically getting a bike is a really good idea and you should definitely consider it. Make sure you also purchase a good bike lock and lights for the front and back of your bike (it’s illegal to ride your bike without lights when it is dark outside and you can be fined). A basket is also a good investment. Cycling around Oxford also gives you more time to spend doing what you want to do and is a great way to see more of the city than you would otherwise. Keep in mind that most students at St. Peter’s will have bikes, so if you want to be able to participate fully in college life, it would be a good idea to have one, although it is not impossible to get by without one.

Transportation to London

You will definitely want to spend some time in London while you’re here. The best way to get there is by train (one hour, straight to London Paddington station) but the bus is also easy. If you know ahead of time exactly when you want to go there, train tickets are actually cheaper than the bus (advance tickets are 8 pounds round trip during non-peak hours – buy them online). The bus can be convenient if you decide to go last minute and want to have flexibility with regards to when you go, but keep in mind that it takes much longer (up to 2.5-3 hrs. in traffic versus 1 hour on the train) and is more expensive. 
If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to contact one of us! We’re happy to Skype/email if you need anything!
Cait Levin, studied English and Philosophy, currently at Barnard: cbl2114@barnard.edu
Senta Knuth, studied PPE, currently at Wellesley: sknuth@wellesley.edu
Daria Huang, studied Chemistry, currently at Georgetown: dlh55@georgetown.edu
