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Dear Visiting Student

Congratulations on being admitted to St Peter’s for the forthcoming academic year. We are looking forward to meeting you in the autumn. In the meantime, I’m writing to you as the tutor who will be in charge of organizing your first term of studies in English, to give you some preliminary information and to find out which areas of English literature you hope to study over the course of the year. 

As an Oxford student, you will find that you are given a great deal of freedom to follow your own interests and work independently. Each course you take will be designed in consultation with your tutor, usually in an initial meeting at the start of term. Formal teaching consists of one or two tutorials each week: each tutorial lasts one hour, and will usually consist of a discussion of the written work you have produced that week, and of the reading you have been advised to do. You will be taught either on your own or with another student.  In addition to tutorials, you will have the chance to attend any lectures you choose. Lectures are not compulsory, and are designed to enhance your study of a particular period/topic rather than as a primary teaching method. Oxford also has a vast number of extra seminars, talks, readings, workshops, discussion groups, theatrical events and so forth, all of which will be open to you. 

As a Visiting Student, you have considerably more flexibility than registered undergraduates here, because they study specified courses leading to final examinations. You are therefore more likely to be taught on your own or with another Visiting Student than with undergraduates already at St Peter’s. However, if you wish to be more fully integrated into the 2nd year – the year you will be associated with – you can take the same courses as students in that year. These are survey courses of particular literary periods - those primarily studied in the 2nd year are: Medieval literature, English literature 1509-1642, English literature 1642-1740 and English literature 1740-1832. There should be more information about these courses on the English Faculty website (www.english.ox.ac.uk).  If you are interested in taking one or more of these options with the second-year students, please contact me and I will give you more information on what that would entail, though do also note the information below about lecture scheduling etc for other papers. 

In the course of each eight-week term, we expect you to take 12 tutorials. The normal division is to take 8 tutorials in one subject and 4 in another. Those taking a double major, or with a major or minor in English, will have a similar workload divided over the two disciplines. I will need to organise your Michaelmas (autumn) term tuition before you arrive, so you need to make decisions about what you want to study first. To this end I have attached a form listing possible options for study in your first term, which you should fill in and return as soon as possible. 
Please e-mail me your replies to the address below. We try to be as flexible as possible for the 8 tutorials (within the constraints of tutor availability), so if this list does not include a topic or author you particularly want to study, please let me know, and I will try to find an appropriate tutor.
Please feel free to contact me with any queries about studying English at Oxford or about your choices. Please also be sure to check your home institution e-mail, (or whichever e-mail address you use to contact us) regularly (eg once a fortnight over the summer, at least weekly in September) over the coming months as I will be sending you more information, for example about your assigned tutors, nearer to your arrival. The tutors may write to you in September with suggestions for preliminary reading.

I look forward to hearing from you. I will not be working at the college after the beginning of October, so once I have set up your Michaelmas term tutorials, your contact (from 1st October onwards) will be Dr Abigail Williams, whose e-mail is:
abigail.williams@spc.ox.ac.uk. 

Yours faithfully,

Dr Tessa Roynon

College Lecturer in English; Tuition Co-ordinator for Visiting Students in English
(until 30.9.11)

tessa.roynon@spc.ox.ac.uk

COURSE OPTIONS FOR MICHAELMAS TERM

Student name:

Home Institution:

Email address:

Additional information:

· Please place course choices in rank order 1-3 in each column. We will try to provide you with your first choice wherever possible.

· Many of the courses listed are general survey courses. You may specify particular authors/genres/themes you would wish to study within each period (list these below under ‘additional comments’), but note that the actual content of each course will be determined on arrival in Oxford. You may wish to consider taking a survey course as your main option, and a more focused course as your minor option. Note that Victorian and Twentieth-Century literature are good choices for the first term, because these are major 1st-year options in Oxford and so there are lots of lectures happening. 
· Students taking a double major or wishing to take courses in other disciplines, please indicate this below. You should, however, still fill in both columns, as it is helpful to know your preferences.

Additional comments on your course options:

Student name:

	COURSE SUBJECT


	8 TUTORIALS
	4 TUTORIALS

	Anglo-Saxon Literature
	
	

	Medieval Literature
	
	

	English Literature 1509-1642
	
	

	English Literature 1642-1740 
	
	

	English Literature 1740-1832 
	
	

	Romantic Literature/Romantic Poetry (1780-1830) 
	
	

	Victorian literature
	
	

	British Modernism
	
	

	Chaucer
	
	

	Shakespeare/Renaissance drama
	
	

	Milton 
	
	

	Wordsworth and Coleridge
	
	

	Tennyson and Browning
	
	

	Charles Dickens
	
	

	George Eliot
	
	

	The Brontës
	
	

	Jane Austen
	
	

	Twentieth-Century British and Irish Drama
	
	

	Irish literature, 1900-present day
	
	

	
	
	

	Literature and Empire
	
	

	Decadence and the 1890s


	
	

	Virginia Woolf
	
	

	American Literature 

	
	

	Critical Theory
	
	

	Nineteenth or twentieth century children’s literature
	
	

	Creative Writing
	
	


